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INTRODUCTION:

(i) DEFINITION
Tne term "LEARNING AT A DISTANCE" is Jefined here

as the undertaking of a systematic course of study wholly or
partly away from the setting of a tesching institution,

Thus one excludes from this discussion the informal
learning which mey take place from the superficial viewing of
a television programme or from the casual listening to a radio
broadcast., But one elso includes situations uitere conventional
face-to-face tasaching methods may be used alongside- say =~

brosdcasting or postal tuition.

(ii) AREA TO BE COVERED

In this account one will examine the use of various
media in whole nt in part, singly or together to create a
situation in which learnin) nay take place,

The media concerned will be regarced primarily as
but an extension of the basic learning medie of the spoken
wotd and printed matter., These have been the two media
traditionally used in conventional 'face-to-faca' teaching

methods,

(1i1i) PURPOSE OF THIS STUDY

The purpose of this study is to maka a contributian
to the discussions now taklng plece in the West Indies, both
outsidu and inside the University of the West Indies ns to
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INTRODUCTIONS

(i) DEFINITION

The term "LEARNING AT A DISTARCE"™ is defined here
as the undertaking of a systematic course of study whclly or
partly away from the setting of a teaching institution.

Thus one excludes from this discussion the informal
learning which may take place from the superficial viewing of
a television programme or from the casual listening to a2 radio
broadcast. But one also includes situations where conventicral
face-to=face tecaching methods may be used alongside-~ say -
broadcasting or postal tuition.

(ii) AREA TO BF COVERED

In this account one will examine the use of various
media in whole or in part, singly or together to create a
situation in which learning may take place,

The medias concerned will be regarded primarily as
but an extension of the basic learning media of the spoken
word and printaed matter. These have been the two media
treditionally used in conventional !'face-to-face' teaching

methods,

(3ii) PURPOSE OF THIS STUDY

The purpose of this study is to make © contribution
to the discussions now taking place in the West Indies, both
outside and inside the University of the West Indies as to
how the University may extend its resourcss to make University
education available mere widely throughout the region served
by the University. by tho csteblishmant.of an €kternel’
Studies Programme, Throughout this account reference will be
made to the current use of the various medie concerned for
educational purposes in the United Kingdom whers the auther
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recently had the opportunity of observing the situation at
first hand,

THE AVAILABLE TECHNIQUES:

It is as well to list rapidly the various techniques
which are now available for use in creating learning situations

away from teaching institutions,

(i) BROADCASTING (Radio and Television)

Frcm the very beginning af the use of radio and
television the possible educational influence of these medie
have been discussed as it has been recognised that these medisa
can and often do have a great influence on the societies in

which they have been used,

A useful classification of programme with an overtly
educational bias has been attempted by tne Broadcasting Sub-
Committee of the Universities Council for Adult Education in
Great 8ritain in an unpublished report, They distinguished
between three different types of prooramme as follows:

(a) THE INSTRUCTIONAL =~ these includerintensive ani
limited studies often involving preparation for some examina=-

tion or qualification,

{(b) THE EDUCATIONAL ~ designed to encourage study in
the field of liberal education but not directly involving
preparation for any particular examination or qualification,

(c) THE EDUCATIVE =~ progremmes whizh although lead-
ing to greater knouwledge and understanding on the part of the
listener or viewsr nevertheless do not necessarily call for
serious study.

[t should be notsd that in some countries there has
been some objection to the use of broadcasting in education,

Such opposition has been along four main lines:

(a) That the sducational commitfment of broadcesting
as & uwhole mey be reduced if one group of progremme was
idontified as being &tplicitly educational,



It is as well to list rapidly the various techniques
which are now available for use in creating lesrning situations

avay from teaching institutions.

(i) BROADCASTING (Radio and Television)

From the very beginning of the use of radio and
television the possible educational influence of these medie
have been discussed as it has been recognised that these media
can and often do have a great influence on the societies in

which they have been used.

A useful classification of programme with an overtly
educational bias has been attempted by the Broadcasting Sub-
Committee of the Universities Council for Adult Education in
Great Britain in an unpublished report, They distingudshed

between three different types of programme as follous:

(a) THE INSTRUCTIONAL - these include:rintensive and
limited studies often involving preparation for some examina-

tion or qualification,

(b) THE EDUCATIONAL = designed to encourage study in
the field of liberal education but rot directly involving
preparation for any particuler examination or qualification.

(c) THE EDUCATIVE - programmes whizh although lsad-
ing to greater krowledge and understanding on the part of the
listener or viewer nevertheless do not necessarily call for
serious study.

It should be noted that in some countries there has
been some objection to the use of breadcasting in education.

Such opposition has veen aleng four main linev:

(a) That the educational commitfment of broadcesting
as 8 whole may be reduced if one group cof programme was
identified as being $plicitly educational,

(b) Thzt since no immediate student feedback is
possible the essential two-wey process of education is not

possible,

(c) Another objection is its ephemeral period of

contact.

(d) Also the rigidity of a broadcast programme planned

far sway from the true place of learning.
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Attenpts have been made to meet these objections by
eliciting response from viewers and also by encouraging viewer
or listener correspondence or arrznging for questions by tele-
phone or by way of utilising studio audiences hut these efforts

all have serious disadvantages,

Also there has been the supplementing of the actual T.V.
or Radio Progremrme by other means such as supporting literature
or by other methods wvhich will be discussed elsevhere in this

Study-

(i)} CORRESPONDENCE STUDY

(d{) DEFINITION AND TYPES:

Correspondence study has besn defined by Harris
(1967) as an vrganised provision fer instructicn and education

through the post,

There are two main types of correspondence
courses - PACED Correspondence courses in which the students
submit assignments at regular intervels and fFree PACING Corres-
pondernce courses in which assignments are submitted whenever

the students uish,
C AN G- Craci vt
I"éathing by postel tuition is @ method of stucdy

which had long recommended itself to students in many countries
including Great Britain and the Caribbean Territories. Apart

from soeme limited and tentative ottempts by some Governments La-Of
the region there has been very little indébfhous attempts of
postal tuition in the Caribbean but this method of study has

been used throughout the region especially in the days before
Higher Education was svailoble in the region. It would be
intsresting to know axactly how much correspondence study pre-

vails in the region despite the presence of twu Universities.
( el_ [N Q&JHLKL&. oV 1'1 SLL;L'LLy_\:l_’_:.-_
<D It is geherally aqreed that students who study
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Also there hess been the supplementing of the actual T.V.
or Radio Progremme by ather means such as supporting literature
or by other metnods which will be discussed elssuhere in this

study.

(ii) CORRESPONDENCE STUDY

(n{> DEFINITION AND TYPES:

Correspondence study hss been defined by Harris
(1967) 2s an organised provision for instruction and education

through the post.

There are tuo main types of correspondence
courses =~ PACED Correspondence courses in which the students
submit assignments at regular intervals and Fre: PACING Corres-
pondence courses in which assignments are submitted whenever
the students uish,

(A G-t C it i . .

éatning by postal tuition is & method of study
which had lorg recommended itself to students in meny counmtries
including Grest Britain and the Caribbean Territories. Apart
from some limited and tentative attempts by some Governments ba-of
the regicn there hias been very little indégfhous attempts of
postal tuition in the Caribbean but this method of study has
been used throughout the region especially in the days before
Higher Education was available in the region. It would be
interesting tc know exactly how much correspondence study pre-

valils in the region despite the presence of tuws Universities,
oo Cleaseipeallone b)) Shilaend L
Lt‘) It is geherally agreed that students who study

ty correspondence ma2y be regarded as falling into four main
categories: ‘

{a) Those who for economic or geographical reasons or
the demands ef work can study by n€¢ other method - this in-
cludes people who live at a distznce from & suitable education-
al institution,

(L) Those vhose professional studies are readily avail-

able by correspondence such as accountants.

(c) Those who have not been accepted for entry into
some recognised institution or whorever particular studies are

unnydilatble




{d) Those who prefer learning alone at home.

The essential features of the machinery for effective
correspondence learning will be discusced elseuwhere in this

study.

(iii) [BCCRANMNSEC LEARNING

Unlike broadcasting and postal tuition progranm-
ed learning is still in its infancy and perhaps will nct beccme
widespread for many years to come. Not the least of the
reasons for this is that such rapid advances sre Seing made in
the use of this medium that most teachirg machines uwhich have
so far been produced are out-of-date by the time they come unto
the market and they are very expensive., But the basic principle
of programming remains the same, namely the breaking down of
sub ject matter into small units of information uwhich are thcn
arranged in lngical sequence. The student is then directed %o
work through the subject matter unit by unit on his own. The
programme is so arranged that thc student does not move from
one unit of information or frame to the next without first
hsving learnt and gi en the right answer. This complete
mastery of each step makss total learning more effective.

The simpler type of programming is called
LINEAR PROGRAMMING since the flpw of information moves directly
forward in a straight line../fglﬁi;ore compleda type of programm-
ing called BRANCH PROGRAMMING, thc vssence of which is that if
the student chooses the wrong answer then he is directed
Lurough a new remedial sequence of frames (a branch) before

{; joining the main sequence.,

The simpliest teaching machine is the programmed
textbook but complex and expensive clectronic computer type of
teaching machines are now appearing on the market., It will be

sone time yet before a gond cheap machine is produced.,

(iv) RECLORDED WMATERIAL:




(iii) L UCOLHAYYED LUAINGS

Unlike broadcasting and postal tuition programm-
ed learning is still in its infancy and perhaps will not beccme
videspread for many years ta come. Mot the least of the
reasons for this is that such rapid advances are being made in
the use of this medium that most teaching machines which have
so far becen produced are cut-of-date ty the time they come unto
the market and they are very expensive., But the basic principle
of programming remains the same, namely the breaking dowun nf
sub ject matter into small units of information which are then
arranged in lrgiceal sequence, The student is then directed to
work through the subject matter unit by unit on his oun. The
programme is so arranged that the student does not move from
one unit cf information or frame to the next without first
having learnt and given the right answer. This complete

mastery of each step makes total learning more effective,

The simpler type of programming is called
LINEAR PROGRAMMING since the flpuw of information moves directly
forward in a straight line..if%‘%'%ore compleke type of programm-
ing called BRANCH PROGRAMMING, the essence of which is that if
the student chooses the wrong ansuer then he is directed
through a2 rew remedial scquence of frames (a branch) before

{x joining the mair sequence.

The simpliest teaching machine is the programmed
textbook but complex and expensive electronic computer type of
teaching machines are ncw appearing on the market, It will be

some time yet before a good cheap machine is produced,

(iv) RECORDED MATERIAL:

The use of records in tne study of languages is
now well-known, Much other material, some educational and
some educative, are now avesilable on records and has been put

to good use by students regquiring help in home study.

Pecrhaps insufficient use has been made of the
tape-recorder in this field. It may be noted here that in the
West Indies the Radio Unit of the University of the West Indics
has well equipped studios in uwhich much useful material has
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been committed to tupe for bruadcast in sore Caribbear ccuntries

|
and for use in discussion groups, ¥
1

One new striking developmentiwhich is worth
watching is the production of clectronic vicdzo recorders which
could be very useful to home study students [.f they fulfil

their early promise, \
\

{v) 5TUDY KITS: |

These are of many kinds includ ng pamphlets,
books, posters, pictures, discussion notes, plysical kits far

assembly and construction, and much else to sLit each subject,

ADVANTACGES I#4 USING THE ABOVE MEDIA

3
The advantages of using the mettjods ciscussed
in the previous section are numercus, The firgdt one that comes
to mind is “hat they enable the educationists {{3 reach a widely

scattzred population, As—wiitbodizcussed—ininore—deteil--tetep—

“fﬁis is purticularly significant in an area lijfe the Caribbean

where the centres of population are scattered iver a wide area
in fact separated by vasi tracks of sea, Broaﬂcasting and
corresponoence studies aro particulerly suited to cope with such
a scattered populaticn. In most countries ne;riy all adulte
have access to a radio set and postal servic.: are available,
Television is more difficult as some of the tkrtitnries have no
Television Stations and even uvherc availsble coverage is limited
and the cast of rocelving sets is high yet there is the grouing
tendency for. the ccntral_goyernmeats to svnply commercial telo-
[ ENOT VI R UV BN (W v
vision sctsﬁin towns and larger villages where electricity is
available. Thus these are 1ften available 'n community centrus,

if nowherz elsec,

Another great advantage of ﬂhese methods is that
they suggest a mothod of coping with the sﬁortage of truined
and skilled teachers, In using thesc methods fewer: teachers
are required as one teacher nay, through tirese methods reoch

m.ny moi1: peisons then he could in trediti-n2l faze-to-f ce



could be very useful te home study students if they fulfil

their early promise,

(v) STUDY KITS:

These are of many kinds including peiphlets,
books, posters, pictures, discussion notes, physical kits for

assembly and construction, and much eclse ts suit each subject.

3. ADVANTAGES IN USING THE ABOVE MEDIA

The advantages of using the methods discussed
in the previcus section are numerous, The first one that comes
to mind is “hat they enable the educationists to reach a widely
scattered population. As—witi—be discussed—immore-—detzii—teter—

“fﬂis is r.»ticularly significant in an area like ths Caribbean
where the centres of population are scattered over a wide area
in fact separated by vast tracks of sea. Broadcasting and
correspondunce studies are particulerly suited to cope with such
a scuttered population, In most countries nearly all adults
have access to a radio set and postsl services are available.
Television is more difficult =2s some of the territories have no
Television Stations and even where available coverage is limited
and the cost of roceiving sets is high yet there is the growing
tendency for.the contral governments to supply commercial tele-
. A Crivesinciw L g Gl

vision sets_ in towns and larger villeages uwhere slectricity is
available. Thus these are aften avsilable in community centres,

if nowhere else,

Another great advantage of these methods is that
they suggest a method of coping with ti.. shortage of traoined
and skilled teachers, In using thesc methods fewer- teachers
are required as one teacher may, through these methods reoch
@ny mole persons than he could in traditinnsl facc-to-f-co
tuition, Also the¢ best teacheors can be used so thot the teach-

ing of a very gooc¢ teacher cen be made widely eaveilable,

Then learning at a distance can generzlly take
place inside the students' home so that thare is the minimum
dislocation of his normal life, Thus the student can continue
working and study during his leisure timc. This is particularly

important where for wconemic reasons the student does not wish
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tn give up employment in order to stucdy within a conventional

institution.

It is also worth notinn that rscent research
suggests L{hat many persons actually prefer to study at hora,
Thus “he idanchestsr investigation into correspondence study
established thet ®"the students' decisien to study by cerrespon-
dence rather than by another method wes not Forced on them by
lack -f available oral classes", In fact it was found thest in
many :ases the students' decision to study by correspondence
was die to "positive expectations" abcout aspects of the corres-
pondence method, Considerations such as occupaticnal and

domestic circumstances were found to te secondary ta this.

Another advantage in usiry these techniques is
that with the possible exception of t:levision it is relatively
inexfensive to proouce and use wateriil for thesc media. for
examf le material can be prepared and recorded and usud cver and
over again subject to the necessity f-r updating the courszs.
Then for radio, in particuler, receiving sets are now generally

read.ly available and are comparativcly cheap.

n addition uhere used zlonc correspondence
studv enables a student tg prugress et his own pace. This is
an inp<rtant advantage as in these circumstances the student
is nut hampered by needing to strive to keep up the pace wvith
othe:s in a class, nor, on the other hand, if he is a slnu
learter, is he "lost" by the faster pece of a class ¢f which
he may be a member. Of course svch ¢n advantage no lunger holds
whon'correspondence studies are intecrated uvith radio or T.V.
or cynventional face-to-face methods where it is required that
all sarticipants keep pace with each other within certain
limits.,

But this should not be interpreted to mean that
sygch integration of media is ontirely disadvantageous.

Q
E l(: Although positive cvidence is scanty it scenms

P oo . , .
clear that students Find it easier tio leorn when correspondence
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Thus the NManchester investigation into correspondence study
esteblished that "the students' decision to study by ccrrespon-
dence rather than by another method was not forced on them by
lack -f available a>ral) classes", In fact it was found that in
many casos the students' decision to study by zorrespondence
wes due to "positive expectations" about aspects of the corres=-
pondence muthod, Considerations such as occupational and

domestic circumstances were found to be secondary to this,

Another advantage in using these technigues is
that with the possible exception of television it is relatively
inexpensive to produce and use material for thesec redia. Ffor
oxample material can be prepared and recorded and used cver and
over again subject to the necessity for updating the courses.
Then for redio, in particulsr, receiving sets are now generally

readily svailable and are comparatively cheap.

In addition uwhere used alone correspondence
study enaoles a s*udent to prugress at his own paca. f(his is
an impsrtent sdvantage as in these circumstances the student
is not hampered by needing to striv? to keep up the pace with
others in @& class, nor, on the other hand, if he is a slau
learner, is he "lost® by the faster pace of 2 class cf which
he may bv & member. Of course sich an advantage no longer holds
when correspondence studies are integrated with radio or T.V.
or conventicnal face-to-face muethods where it is required that
2ll participants keep pace with each other within coertain
limits,

But this should not be interpreted to mean that

sych integration of media iu entirely disadvantageous.

Although pasitive cvidence is scanty it scems
2lear that studznts find it ecasier toc learn when correspondence
studies are linked with the broadcasting media than when study-
ing by correspondence nalone. for oxample, where television is
used it seems that the students are encousaged to work and to
sustain their efforts to ¢he cnd of the course, Also, good
television programmas may enable the student to learn things
which cannot be coffectively taught by correspondence. Then
when linked with corruespoardence study broadcasting materisl can
be made mnre effective by being particularly tailored to meet

12
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the peculiar nceds of the participating students. This 1is
especially because the broadcaster will knouw juet who his
asdience is and what arvas of the subject are being effectively
covered by the correspondence studies. Thus he may, for example,
chose not to chver areas of the subjoct which are being subse-
quently covered by correspondence but to concentrate ¢n doing

the things for which the brosdcasting medium is best suited.

Another vxample of the flexible use which can
be made of these media is by linking them with conventional
face-to-face teaching situsticns in uhich the latter can be
made to overcome some of the disadver 3ges in the use of thesec
media alane., For example it will be possible to offer practical
work in this way and thus cvercome onc of the real difficultics
involved in attempting to learn most areas of most science

subjects "at a distance”,.

Also by this mecans the inmstructors are able to
obtain some fecdback from their students and dcol with some of
the real intrectable problems with which they are unable tno

cope c¢ffcctively when teeching at ¢ distance.

In most countrics classes in higher educetional
institutions are becoming bigger ard larger thus making personal
attontion more and more difficult, In such a situation theo
techniques being Jdiscussed here brings the additicnal clement
of personal attention and tuition, This should be an irportant

feature of any worthwhile correspordence course.,

Another advantage utich is particularly true
of corrgspondence studies and programmed learning is that,--
unlike the traditicnal passive mecihods, the student learning
by thesc methods is actively respording the whole time which
it is considcrud greatly improves the learning process. Also
the student is macde aware of how he or she is progressing by

the method of presentation of the materiol,

DISADVANTAGES IN USING THE ABOVE MEDIA
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the things for which the brosdcasting medium is best suited.

Another uxample of the flexible use which can
be made of these media is by linking them with conventional
face-to-face teaching situations in which the latter cen be
made to overcome some of the disadvantagues in the use of thesc
media alane. For example it will pe possible to offer practical
work in this way end thus overcome one of the real difficulties
involved in attempting to learn most areas of most science

subjects "at a distance",

Also by this means the instructors are able to
ohtain some feodback from their students and dcol with some cf
the real intrectable problems with which they are unable to

ccpe c¢ffectively when teaching at o distance,

In most countrius classes in higher educeational
institutions are becoming bigger and larger thus making personal
attontion more and more difficult. 1In such a situation the
techniques being discussed here brings the additional clement
of personal attention and tuiticn, This should be an irportant

feature of any worthuwhile correspondence course.

Another advantoge which is particularly true
of correspondcace studies and programmed learning is that,--
urlike the traditicnal passive methods, the student learning
by these mcthods is actively responding the whole time which
it is considcred greatly improves the learning process. Also
the student is made aware of how he or she is progressing by

the method of presentation of the material.

DISADVANTAGES IN USING THE ABOVE MEDIA

Peorheps the greatest disadvantage of 'learning
ot @ distance! is that the student uften is isolated and re-
quires much sclf-disciplince in order to camplete the course.
This is particularly true of Correspondence Study but as will
be discussed later this feeling of isolation can be at least
portially ovcercome by linking correspondence tuition to other
media such as radio or television or face-to-face tuition.

But in any case thesec medis will be most wffectively used by

14
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students whe have 2 grest enthusissm for learning.

When compared with conventional teaching methuds
these media involve a great delay in the teacher reacticn to
student response, if any st 4.1, It is particularly difficult
to arrange for such feedback in broadcasting but here =gain
this problem can be overcome, if only partially, by linking
breadcasting with carrespondence study by which latter medium
2 cortain amount of fecdback - although deleyed - can be obtain-!
ed, This presumes the existence of a fairly efficient postal
service with & widespread netwsark of mail recoiving and distri-
bution centres. With cere the fecdback of earlier programme
cen be made use of in the later progremmes in order to meet the
difficulties being exneriunced by students., It is even suggest-
ed in some guorters that the programmes should be put out live
in ordsr to make full use «f fecdback material collected as a
result of earlier progremmss in a given scries. But for obvious
reasans tnere is much persuasive argument ageinst producing
such programmes live although there are certain rnotable excep-

tions such es the famous Farm Forum programme in Canada.

Then there is the problem of cost of preparing,
producing and circulating or broadcesting material for use on
thesc media. While the cost 2f preparing correspondence
studies is cumparatively lcw yet, on the other hand, the cost
of pruducing television proorammes is very high and the cost
¢f receiving sets is still not negligible. But while the cost
of correspondence courses to the student is quite high the cest
of television progromnes to the individual student mey be low

especially where communal sets are availeble for viewing,

The Manchester Study of correspondence education
in the United Kingdom found that, as there was generally no
subsidy for correspondence education, participating students
verec being auked to pay fees six to seven times as high as
those for equivolent courses in Technical Colleges. It wos

further noted that even this level is only being maintained by

a1



thuse media involve @ great delesy in the teacher reaction to
student response, if any at 3.1, It is particularly difficult

te arrange for such feedback in brosdcasting but here again

this problem can be overcome, if only partially, by linking
breadcasting with cnrrespondence study by which latter medium

a2 certain amount of feedback - although delayed - can be obtain-!
ed. This presumes the existence of a fairly efficient postal
service with a widespread netwmrk of mail receiving and distri-
bution centres, With care the feedback of earlier programmne

can be made use of in the later programmes in order to meet the
difficulties being exneriunced by students. It is even suggest-
ed in some Qquarters that the programmes should be put out live
in order to make full use rnf feedback material collected as 2
result of earlier programmes in a given sories. But for obvious
reasens there is much persuvasive argument against producing

such programres live slthough there are certzin notable excep~

tions such as the famous Farm forum progreamme in Canada.

Then there is the problem of cost of preparing,
producing and circulating or broadcesting material for use on
thesc media. While the cost 3f preparing correspondence
studies is comparatively lcu yet, on the other hand, the cost
of pruducing television programmes is very high and the cost
cf receiving sets is still not negligible. B4t while the cost
of'corrcspondence courses to the student is quite high the cest
of television programmes to the individual student mz2y be low

especially wherc communal sets are availzble for viewing,

The fianchester Study of correspondence cducation
in the United Kingdem found that, as there was generally no
subsidy for correspondence education, participating students
were being asked to pay fees six to sesven times as high as
those for equivolent courses in Technical Colleges. It wes
further noted that even this level is only being maintazined by
the high percentage of students who fail to complete the
courses. As a matter of interest it is worth noting here that
some correspondence colleges "guarantee" examination success
by offering free tuition following failure at the first attempt

until success is achieved,

Another disadvantage of the educationel use of
these media is the difficulty in arranging for the student to
do necessary Practical Work where the ncoture ¢f the sub ject

16
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buing tzught requires this. E£xamplos of these are somc science
sub jects and some professional studies. Again this difficulty
can be partially overcome by linking the use of thaesc media ta
cach other and to conventional face-~to-face tuition. Thus the
Open University in the U.K. is planning to mcet this problem

by supplying "Practical Kits" for use =t home, extensive practi-
col demonstrations on telouvision and practiical instruction in
summer schools whicn students will be expected to attend; But
despite all such cfforts it may bwe that some subjects do not
lend themsclvus to easy study through this medias. For example,
programmed learning may only be effcective with subjects which

have a large volume of factual moterial.

As will be cmphasiscd again loter the use of
these media require a higher degree of organisation and adminis-
trative skill and drive in order to maintain service to the
students at an effective lowvels This is porticulerly true wherc
more than one of thesc media arec being linkcd together or arc

being usad along with conventionzl teaching methods.

In countries where indifferent administration
is the rule espccially, in the ficld of education much c-re hos
to bc taken over the selection and treining of adninistrative

and clerical staeff,

THE ADMINISTRATIVE AND TEACHING MACHINERY

(i) INTRODUCT 10N

The setting up of offoctive learning situations
Yat a distonce" require an ¢fficient administrstive =zpparatus.
This is particularly true of correspondence studies which must
revolve around a highly orgonised office. This involves the

writing of coursies, tuitionmel cuidence, ond the corrcction by

“letter of material regularly submitted by o widely scattored

group of students each working in his own plece and time. Thus

there aro beth administrative and cducertional sides to this



gach other and to conventional face~to-face tuition. Thus the
Open Univorsity in the U.K. is planning to meet this problem

by supplying "Practical Kits" for usec at home, extensive practi-
cal demonstrotions on teluvision and practical instruction in
summer schools whica students will be expected to attend. But
despite all such cfforts it may be that somc subjects do not
lend themselves to easy study through this media. For example,
programmed learning may only be effective with subjects which

have a large volume of factual moaterial.

As will be cmphasiscd again loter the use of
these modia require » higher degeoee of orgenisation ond adminis-
trative skill and drive in order to maintain service to the
students at an effective lcvel., This is particularly true wherc
more than one of these media arec being linked together or are

being uscd slong with conventionsl tcaching methods.

In countries where indifferent administration
is the rule espscially, in the field of ecducation much c-re has
to be taken over the selection and training of administrative

and clerical steff.

THE ADMINISTRATIVE AND TEACHING HMACHINERY

(i) INTRODUCTION

The setting up of effcctive learning situations
"at a distance" require an officient administreztive cpparntus,
This is particularly true of correspondence studies which must
revolve around a highly organised office. This involves the
writing of courses, tuitionsl guidance, end the corrcctioan by
lettor of material regularly submitted by o widely scattered
group of students easch working in his oun place and time., Thus
there are both administrative and cducational sides to this
work and both nced to be closely co-ordineted. It is gencrally
agreed thot the larger the unit the greater the difficulty and
the more complex the tosk of preserving links between the cduca-

tional and administrative sidcs_of the work.

Also problemes are multiplied when an attempt is
made to intogratz the use of various media or to correlate the
use of these media with conventional face-to-face tecoching,

This latter presents serious problems of timing and orgnnisation.

18
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Thus, as already mcentioned, while in correspondence tuition
“uition alons the individual student may procoed at his own

pace and «t his own choice of place and time yot when such

study is linkad with T.V. or Radic broadcasts or facc-to-face
tuition then all participating students nesd to procced at the
same pace in order to be able to meke maximum use of such broad-

casts or tutorials.

(ii) RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE SI0RE

Ir corrospondence study the tecachirg unit is a
written "lesson" which regquires study over a given period and

coviars one topic of section of informatien.

The chief duzies on the adrinistrative side are:

(a) The prirting or duplication of study material;

{(b) The dospastch and receipt of material on its uway
to and from students;

c) The supply of textbooks, if undertaken; and

(d) The recording of students' marks.,

In practice the written lessons may be supplicd

in one of three main ways:

{(a) All may be sont at once. This method is the
mest cconomical but has been guestioned on
cduzational grcunds}

(b) They may be sent at rvegqular intervels, This
is guite expanszive and rcquircs maximum disci-
pline on the pert of the learnur.,

(c) Whenzver the student returns previous ecxercises.
While educatienally very good vet it hos many
administrotive disadvantages, vspecially uhere

linked modia studies are being undertakoen.,

In order to minirisc the isolation of home study
Q  the tutor-student and student-college relationships should be

IERJ!; 8s intinate as large-scale administrztion and uriting styles

P11 allav,  Put fhore e b epn o oo dabion So b ag o g




tuition then all participating studcnts ncued to proceed at the
same p~ce in order to bec able to make maximum use of such broad-

casts or tutorials.

(ii) RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE ADWMINISTRATIVE SIDE

In corraspondence study the teaching unit is a
written "lesson" which requires study over a given period and

covers one tupic of section of ipformation.

The chicf duties on the administrative side are:

The printing or duplication of study material;
The despatch and roceipt of material on its way
to and from students;

(c) The supply of textbooks, if undertaken; and

(d) The recording of students' marks.

In practice the written lessons may be supplicd

in one of threce main ways:

(a) ALl moy be scnt at once. This method is the
most wconomical but has been guestioned on
cducational grounds;

(b) They may be sent at reqular intervels, This
is quite cxpensive and rcguires maximum disci-
piline on the part of the learner.

(c) UWhenever the student returns previous exercises,
While cducationally very good yet it has rany
administretive disadventages, ospecially uhere

linked media studies are being underteken.

In order to minimisc the isolation of home study
the tutor-student and student-college relationships should be
as intimate as large-scale administration and writing styles
will allow. But there can be some veriation in the trcatment
of written communication from the student and of the nature cf
the personal advisory service frem the student adviser and the
student tutor. Thus material frem the student may be submitted
directly to the tutor and then through the rocord office for
return to the student where the tutor's work con bo checked
on behalf of the student.

20
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The administretive side to good broadcasting is
importent but both television and radio are technical media
which recquire skilled and cxpert producers and teachcrs and
script writers, Teclevision, in particulor, requires skillﬁzi
direction, comprtent cancrz work and precision timing. Also
it is essential to give long advance notice of troadcasting
plans. For nbvious ressons it is important that the technical
quality of educational broadcasting should not fill belouw theo

level of broadcasting for entertainment purposes)

H
i

(iii) RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE EOUCATIOKAL SIDE

In correspandence studies the dducator has
the primary reosponsibility of anticipating studerlts' problems
since student responsc is much deleyed. If thisjis carcfully

dor it will rocduce the volume of personal corregpondonce.

The chief tasks on the cducestional side are:

(2) The writing and cditing of courses;
(b} Revision and continuous up-dating of jcourse maturieal.

This important aspect must be built jnto any compe-

teqt machinery for correspondsnce ud%cation;
(c) The postal tutoring of individual stlidents;

(d) mMorking and osscssing of students! uwhrk.

Also in constructing @ gocd corrcspondence

course the cducator should bear in mind the fol%owing:

O
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(a) Encouragonront of learning through sulf-chick
pxercises and interim revision tcstﬂ;

(b) Tie provision of written acssignment: for correcticn
and comment ?

(c) Dutailed advice on background readihg, note~ta'ing
and study habits; i

(d) The printing of good visual material.. Thus the
style of prescntation should scek tﬁ stimulatc and
preserve interest; 2

(¢) 1t will also be borae in mind that%a method which
relicvs primearily on communication Qy the written
-Uord will give emphasis to clarify;of expression,
Lhe identification of the vundomenials of the
sub ject, specicl explenation of difficult concepts
and the logical presentation of th@ learning

58qQUuNCes.
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(iv)  THE "“GULTI-MEDIA“ OF "“SYSTENS".APPHOACH

There is an increasing zwareness, as has been
alreedy mentioned, thnt "learning at & distance" can te best
promotced by the combination of the various availeble media
togethece with, uhere possible, the use of conventional face-
to~face mothods. It has alreedy been mentioned that such an
intcgrated provision of tceching nsterial requires a high dogees
of orgenisaticn and preoision, This nz:not ho nver-emphaesiscd.
But the advantages to be gained far outweigh the difficulties

which prosent themselves,

Thus, as PROSSER reminds us, while corresprnd-
encec courscs are very impersonzl and demand a high degree of
solf-discipline, regular T.V. end radic brosdcasting can inject
a more human clemont end provide o stimulus tec regular student
study uher built int> a multi-nedin instructinnal;=system. It
should be nated thet such an intograted system forms the core
of the courscs to be off ired by the UPEN CKIVERSITY in the
United Kingdom, This will be discusscd in moru detail clse-
vhiro in Lh&?study. Gut it should be wenticned that in
additioun to the use of the various moedia the Open University
is cstablisning a structurc of locel counszlling and tutorial
arrongerients in study centres in crder, znang other thirgs,
to overcone some of the Fecling of isolrtiosn which is implicit

in hona study.

In sporsely populsated arsas especiaolly in
developing countries or wherever for other reasons, such as
leck of qualified te~chers, it may be difficult to org-nisc
frequent facc-tu=face closses, regular rmorthly woeekend sessions
may be all thst is possible or, cven worsc, riqguler SumMeGr
courscss In thoe meantine cducationel radio or television
broadcnsts cen be used to provide continusty durirg the long

perinds when tezcher and student connot roect.



There is an incr:asing cwarcness, as has beun
already mentioned, thnt "learning at 2 distance" can be best
promoted by the combination of the various availzblce media
tcgether with, where possible, the use of conveational face-
to-face mothods. It has alresdy buen mentioned thzt such an
irtcgreted provision of teaching mnterial requires a high dugren
of arganisation and precision. Th.s cz:rnot boc cvcr-emphasiscd,
8Lt the advantages to be gained for outweigh the difficulties

wkich present themselves,

Thus, as PRGSSER reminds us, while corresprind-
erce courses arce very impersonal and denand a high degree of
self-discipline, regular T.Y. and radiuv broadcesting can injoct
a more humzsn elemcent and provide o stimulus to rogular student
study when built intas 2 multi-medin instructional.system. @It
should be noted thet such an integreted system Forms the core
of the ccurses to be offered by the OPEN UNIVERSITY in the
United Kingdom., This will be discussed in more detail eclseo-
whure in th&‘study. But it should be mertioned that in
addition te the use of the various madia the Open University
is egstaoblishing & structure of loc:l counselling and tutoriel
arrangemagnts in study centres in crder, zmong other things,
to overcome some of the feeling of iscletion which is irplicit

in hone study.

In sparsely populated arces vuspecially in
deseloping countries or wherever focr other rcasons, such as
la:k of qgualified teachers, it may be difficult to organisc
fraguent face~to-face clesses, rugtlar monthly wccockend sessions
me.+ be 2ll that is possible or, even worse, rugular summer
ccurses, In the meantine educatiorel radio or telcvision
broadecasts c¢an be used to provide continuity during the loung

pririoads when tuzcher and student cormnot mect,

6. THE IMCIDENCE OF "LEARMNING AT A ODISTANCE™ IN THE UNITED
_ KiaGhom
(i, CORRESPORDEMCE STUDIES
. 0f the various moedio heing discusscd here

the onc which has buen rost intensely studicd is that of
correspondence education and nost of these studiecs hove beon
tdone quitc recently., The cdreotinral suthorities have, uritil

reeently, considerod corraopordence cducition 2 last resort
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for those who for ecconomic or geographical recasons could not
obtain effective face-to-foce tuition and that tho demand for
correspondence cducation would diminish as more adeguate
provision was made for conv:intional education., But controry
to these vxpectntions the number of students registering for
correspondence education scems to bo increasing. Thus it has
been cstimated that the annunl enrclment for correspondonco
study in Britain is about 244,000 and that the totzl number
toking corrcspondence courses at any cne time is approximatcly
500,000. Houwever, unkil the recent ostablishment of the
Correspondence Colluges Accreditation Council has meant that
those colleges who so desite may have the support of a public
body. Un the other hand in some countries notobly Scandinavia,
Australia, france, Russia und Holland Correspordence Colleges
arc under scme public supervision ond ¢ven in some ceses,

public sponsorship.

Thus it is not surprising that most cf theo
agencies nffering correspondence studies in the United Kingden

are cammercial institutions run for profit,

But the bost of these institutions arce highly
responsible and hnve recently founded the Association of
British Correspondence Colloges which is designod to maintain
academic stormdards and to srevent shorp practices. The older
of the Corruspondence Colleges wore all started during the

last tuwo decodes of thoe 19th century.

Although some of these institutions have row
discontinued their work in this ficld it is worth noting thaot
there have boen nen-profit meoking institutions which have mode
correspondence courses available in institutions where tho
traditiconal forms of educazion wvere unavollable or inapprup-
rinte.  Thuse cgencics are 211 chorzcturiscd by their cwergnosc
of the cducntionnl and ¢rcinl aspirations of the working mnn
and wvomain, Example of these are thoe Troades Union Congruss
which nsu provides the postal courscs previcusly airenged by
the Nztional Council of Lobour Colleges and Ruskin Ceilege,
Ceilege Harlech, the Ceoperative Ceoilege, the College of the
Sga, alsa the Institute of prmy Education Aand the Frison
Services and most recuntly the flationnl Extension Colloge nof

Combridgeoe.

2
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(ii) TELEVISION

In regard tc broadcasting(both radio and
television) the British Broadcasting Corporation as well as
the Independent Television Authority mzintain the distinction

between educative and educational progrommes mentioned abova.

In discussing these matters it is worth
noting that it has been cstimsted that during each day some
30,000,000 people wotch television ond ever 18,000,000 people

listen to the redio,

In April 1964 the ©@.8,C. launched a second
telovision channel (B.B.C. 2) vhich complercnts the offering
of B.B.C. 1, and enables the Ceorpnoation to give more explicit

attention Lo its educational function,

Among its "gducutive" provisions the B.B.C.
Television of fers weekly programmes such os PAGORANA with oan
cstimated wockly cudierce of 6,000,000 and gpocial documentery
nrogremmes, On B.B.C. 2 theru are generally programmes such
as discuesians, revicus eond edited versions of peolitical und
scicntific conferences. Also vach cvening there is a prograomre
vxplaining and intcrpreting the doyd neus, le is considercd
that thesc programmes have made milliions of people nware of

world cvunts yeresonnlities and policics.
b

It is with the pregraimes designed to be pri-
marily cducational thot we ore porticulsrly concermed in this
acecount., Inte this category falls o number of programmus
which ore «lso meant to enterteain although prinarily educslien-
ol., fleo therce are theose programnos which ore implicitly
under the heading Further Education and Adult Educatien., Thus
the B.0,C. offers such progrannes on Channels % and 2 usunlly
on Sunday mornings with rep@ets on weck nights or the following

Sat .rday morning. In addition theie are Further Educntion

-

progrornes on BuG.Ce 2 on woekdny cvenings.  I.iWV. 1lso honns

adults cducutien programme on Sundey roernings with repeats on
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television) the British Broadenasting Lorporatiufl as wweis as
the Independent Television Authority maintain the distinction

between educative and educational programmes mentioned above.

In discussing these matters it is worth
noting thot it has been estimeted that during each 'y some
30,000,000 people wotch television and over 18,000,000 people

listen to the rodio,

In April 1964 the B.B.C, lounchud a second
telovision cihenncl (B.B.C. 2) which zomplemcnts tho uffering
of B.8.C. 1, and enables the Corporation to give more explicit

attuntion to its educational function.

Among its "educative" provisions the B.B.C.
Television offers weekly programmes such as PANORANA with an
cstimated weekly sudience of 6,000,000 ond special documentary
progremmes, On 8.B.C. 2 therv are generally programmes such
as discussicns, reviews and cdited versions of peliticel and
scientific conferences. Also wvach cvening there is a progrommc
sxplaining and interpreting thoe dayd news. It is considercd
~hat thesec proorammes have made millinns of people nware of

world uvents, porsonalities ond policics.

It is with the prcgrammcs designed to be pri-
marily educationnal that we are poerticularly concurned in this
sccount. Into this category fzlls @ nunber of programmes
vhich are glse meent to enturtoin although primorily educetion-
8l. Also thkere are thnse programmes which are implicitly
ander the heeading Further Educetion and Adult Education.  Thus
the B.B.C. cffers such programmes on Channels 1 and 2 usually
an Sundsy mernings with rep@ets on week nights or the following
Saturday morning. In addition thesc are Further Education
nrogrammes on B.0.C. 2 on weeckday cvenings.  I.T.V. olso boans
ydults cducction progromme on Sunday mornings with repeats on

3aturduy mornings.

Finally in this crtegovy =are vducational
srogrzanics vhich have been doveloper in associstion with

lezrned hodinzs and ~dult cducztion crganisations,

(iii) BALIO
Carcful otsirvntionas in this fisld have

rouvaicd th bt dospite the conpetition from television, sound

26
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broadcesting still commends 2 surprisingly large asudience
gspecially during the day. Also that for a number nf ricsons
sound broadcasting offers more Focilities for cducative
programmes than does tclevision., Such eduvative programmes
includu necws and curremt affzirs festures, musical pregrammes,
Drama, lcecturcs and discussicns and school hroadcasts which

attract large zdult audicnces.

In the strictly educationsl cetegory sound
brocdcasting has been doing mucn., Four example there are
spocial instructional progremmes for stidents in technical

colleges and other vocstional groups including ogriculturslists

Also grominent in the ficld are cducationzl
pragrammes offercd or fNetuork I3, This is on the air between
13 and 18 hours per weck, nnd of this Four or five hours ore
occupiced by strictly cducational programmnes. Ingluded in
thesc sessians are modern languagus, historicuel and current
af fairs, discussions ond musical appreciotion. These pregromm-
¢s are supplermvnted vith uxyla‘rtoriznof’Iuts. These sessions

ciuafbz S
are contreclled by tho B.B.C.aEducatloq‘Unit wvhich *%as regloncl
ecducntional officers and o smnli vecticon which linecs with
the principal cducoticnzl agoncies vepucislly theose in the

ficld of =dult cducation,

It hes been considerce that the opening nf
B.8.CL, loce] broodensting stotions firct bogun in 1967 will
mixke move tine nvailable for wvducstional purpsses. But now
thnt the recently elected Conscervntive Government has znnounced
its interticn of introducing lcenl cormnercial brocdeoesting

etatiuns un. uvenders whether these hopes will be realiscd.

Among the corclusinns uhich can be driaun
from 5 revi.w of cdecationol brondensting in Britain is that
such medio ro ble to rerch audicneas for grentsr thon thesc
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sound broadcasting offers more focilities for cducetive
programmes than docs television. Such educative programrnes
include news and current affaire festures, musicsl preogremmes,
Orama, lectures and discussions and school broadcasts which

attract large adult audiences.

In the strictly educaticnzl category sound
broadcasting has beer doing much. For example there are
speciazl instructional programmes for students in technical

colleges and other vocational groups including ogriculturalists.

Also prominent in the ficld are cducational
pragrammes offorcd on Network III. This is on tho asir betweon
13 and 15 hours per week, and of this four or five hours are
occupied by strictly sducational progrommes. Includad in
theso sessions ore modwern languagoes, historical and current
affairs, ciscussions and musical appreciotien., These progreomm-
¢s are supplemented with ux 1z % Or{/bUlebtdq These sesslons
are contrclled by the 8.8. C E%Jé]*lonﬂj:Y? which has rtegioneol
coducaticnal officcers and o gnal; obctlon which li-~scs with
the principel cducationul aguncies espucinlly those in the
field of »dult education,

It hzs buen considercd thet the copening of
B.B.C. loczl broodcasting stetions first begun in 1967 will
make more time ~vailable for vducetionsl purpcses, But now
that the recently clected Conscrvative Government has snnounced
its intertion af introducing lucol comrercial brocdcosting

stztions onv wvonders whether these hopes will be realiscd.

Among thoe corclusions which can be drawn
from a revicw of cducntionzl broadcasting in Britain is that
such media are nble to rermch sudicnces fnr greater then theosc
currently being touched by convaentionnl odult educationol
organisations, Alsu theat such brundcasting is helping to
change the noature of conteumpordry socicty, & fnact uvhich =sduit

cducrtors hawe to boezr in mind.

(iv) THE_DPEN UNIYERSITY

By far the most execitinmg reoccent advance in
our atea of study in the Unitod Kingdon has been the develop-
rent of the ide~ of the Jpen Univcrsity which will begin

tencihing in Jisnuary 1971,
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Thie Open University which rcceived its
Royal Charter in M2y 1969 will introduce rany nnvel features
inte University education in the United Kingdem. Perhaps the

two most striking of these will be:

() The “Opencss of its policy" - meaning that there
will be no entrence requirements zond students,
with fow limitations, will by free to take any
courses they uwish regerdless of ints which ;

. CeGa~etoed
trnditional discipline they may be reglired as

falling;

(b) Yhe utilisation of the various media discussed

above as the mair mcetheods of instruction.

Not thst this idea is new to highur cducation
as several Universitics outside Britain have utiliscd those
methods to sore degree in preoviding academic instruction. For
example, the Jniversity of Wew Englond at Asmidale in New South
Wales, Austr-lia, has for sume time conducted most of its
extension work in this wey 235 do a numbsr of Universities in

Canada and th: U,S.A.

In the Univirsity the chicf mothod of
instruction w1l be corvzspondence studies arourd which will
be offered on integroted set af rodio and television prograzmmes,
summer schoole and » regionzlly org:nised counsclling and

tutorial cystem.,

It is planned the: the "Corresaondence Study
moterinl® will be issued to the student in ten manthly units
and the students will in turn submit writton wor< weekly to
part-time correspondence tutors. 1t is estimated that during
the firet few ycears the Open Univ.rsity will noued npproximately
5,000 such tutors tc cope uith the 29,300 studerts who will

bu ncrepted tou begin work in January 1971,

Both T.V. ond R.dio broadenst: will bo used
by the Opun University, It is not cnvisnged thet cvery detcoil

nf o course will by hra~de et et fivdirieye ey 1 i iy
e — e




two most striking of these will be:

(a) The "Openess of its policy" - meaning that therc
will be no entrance requirerents =2nd students,
with fow limitations, will be frec to take eny
courses they wish regerdless of into which

LL,!aleLt(
trnditional discipline thuy may be roguirped 2s
falling;

(b) The utilisation of the verious media discussed

above as the main methods of instruction.

Not that this idea is new to higher cducation
as several Universities outside Britain have utilised these
mathods to somu degree in providing academic instruction. For
example, tho University of New Erngland at Armidale in WNow South
Wales, Austrnlia, has for some time conducted most of its
extension vork in this way as do a number of Universitics in

Canade and the U.S.A,

In the University the chief method of
instruction will be correspondence studies around which will
be offercd oan integreted sst of rodio =ard television programmes,
summer schools and a regionally crgeocnised counsclling and

tutorial cyswvem..,

It is pleanned that the "Corrcspondence Study
material™ will be issued to the student in ten monthly units
and the students will in turn submit written wvork veekly te
pert-time correspondence tutors., It is estimated thot during
the first fow ycors the Open University will nced spproximetely
5,000 such tutors to cope wvith the 25,000 students who will

bc mccepted to begirm work in January 1971,

Roth T.Y¥., and Radio brosdcnsts will bu uscd
by the Open University. It is not envisnged that vvery detcil
of o course will be brendcest but judicious usc will be mode
of thesu media in order to suppliment the "correspondence
material" by muinteining continuity of study ond in sustaining

the interest of thoe students,.

The presocnt plans are for one (1) hnlf tour
brondcest on tilevision and rodin on egeoch caurse srch seck

Uhich will be reposted at tho weekends. Broodensting will be
O
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handled by the B,B.C. working closcly with thc academic and
technical staff of tho University.

Televisicn progrsmmes will appear on B.8.C. 2
and the radio port of the courses will be¢ brozdcast or the VHF
vaveband on B.B.C. Rsdio 3 °5¥%.

It has been estimated that cach televisiaon
broadcast wiil cost tun times the cost of one equivalent radio

broadceast.

Linked tc these modio will be a minimum of
facc-to-foce tuition in which the student will be cxpected to
participate unless 2ltarnative arrangements hove been mede
beforehand., This conventional tuition will tnke place during
summer schools which will last from one to four weceks., It is
considered that this will previde an "intensive period of study
in a different kind of leesining situction nnd for this reason
it is regarded =s an cxtremely important part of the cducation

process®.,

It is alsu worth noting that the Open Uni-
versity intends setting up study centres in particuler parts
of the country vherever the numbers of registered students
warrant it. These study cuntres will be cquipped with redic
and telcvision sets and provisions for discussion among students,
The University is also examining the possibility of arrenging
a certoin number of conventional tutorisl clesses ot the study
centres, The study centres will nlse serve as the focal peint
of the University's counselling scrvice., Eech student will be
assignud to a counscllor in his geographical aren whose ruspon-
sibility it will bo to cstablish pcrsonal cantoct with the
student ~nd to guide, help and cncoursge the student in his
studies. Counsellors will not be cxpected to provide subject

tuition,.

Anatrt from the technigues of instructicn



O
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Teclevisiun programmes will appear on B.B.C0., 2
and the radio part of the courses will be broadcast or the VHF
waveband on B.8.C. Radia 3 5¥‘%.

It has becn estimated that each teleovision
broadcast will cost ten times the cost of one eguivalent radio

broadcast.

Linkecd to these media will be a minimum of
face~to-face tuition in which the student will be uxpected to
participate unless alternative arrangements have been rade
bcforehond. This conventional tuition will take place dueong
summgr schools which will lazst from one to four weeks, i1t uis
considered that this will providz a.. "intensive period of study
in a different kind of leerning situstion and for this reason
it is regarded ns an extremely important port of the vducotion

process".

It is alsu worth noting thet the Opun Uni-
versity intends setting up study centres in particuler parts
of the country vherever the numbers of registered students
werrant it. These study centres will be cquipped with rodic
and telcvision sets and pravisions for discussion cmong studants.,
The University is also examining the possibility of arranging
@ certain number of conventional tutorial classes =t the study
contres. The study cecrtres uwill also serve as the focol point
of the Uriversity's counselling scervice, Each student will be
assigned to A counsgllor in his geographical arva whose respon-
sibility it will be to ostablish personal contact with the
student ~and to guide, help and cncourage the student in his
studies. Counsellors will not be expected to provide subjcct

tuition.

Apart from the techniques of instruction
which are to be cmployed it is worth noting sumoe of the other
fentures which are being planned for the Open Uniwvorsity, For
administrrtive purposes six foculties oxe being plonned -
Atrs, Mathematics, Social Scicmces, Educationcl Studies,
Science and Toechnolougy but unlike most cenventionol Universi-
ties the students here will be free to choose ceurses from any
Faculty. 1In rfact some coursvs will embrace ¢ wide range nf
subjects disciplines., Bu* it will be possible for a student
who wishes to study one subject in depth to do so. There will

be four levels of ncadenic study. The first level uvill consist

FA

!
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"FOUNDATION COURSES™

in the six courses in which @

of curtain two of which m
student must car
order to qu=lify for the underqraducte degree

B.A.

guired of which tho last tuwo

honours, In a with Honours ecight =such c1

rust b nt Lhl L
fourth levels, The four foundation ccursos whi
offered in 1971 ore hﬂthumatics, Science, Hurg

Understanding Society.

Credits will be

contirnuous cvalustion

~waerded

[l

as
on ail werk dene for the
2 terninal cxemination an importont focluze of
the "identiiication" of studenis thercby cnsur

course work was done by the ctudent and not by

The Cpen Uriversity also int

High Degrees and Diplamas. Graduntes or poerso
qualificaticns will be ailowcd to take conurscs
ctucdy leeding to the dogrees of Bivholer of Ph
of Philnsophy and Doctor uf Philosophy. Scne
pecstgraduntes degress will be orgenised simila
will "reswo

groduzte courses but thero nlso be

which will beo required.
There will be no need to com
with a

registrolion remoins operative for o

fixed period but fcr 2ll pestgredunte s
pcriod of
rugistraticn for further periods “reguire cert

supervisor(s) thnt sntisfactory progruss is be

The University also intonds
for thnsc¢ wha scek the up-grading of skills in
Dcteild

avrilable nt the time of writing.

industry, comrerce or the rrofussions,

wot yol

It is worth neting thot
intends prismerily to meet the noeds of ndults,

‘o rike use of ¢orliecr opportunitics for crduce

ust be included
r, credits in

of B.A.
aecits
=nd

ch are being

without
sroe re-

ird

nities and

result of
University plus
which will be
ing that the

rn impersonator.

cnes to offer
ns with ecquivalent
by port-tine
~losaphy, fNzster
sourses for
 to

irch credits”

the under-

lcte o degree
‘udents initin~l
ond

L ficmtiaon by the

ocng Year

ng macde',

o offer Diplomnas
the fields of

5 of these nre

the ‘dpern University

who were untble

tionl ndvoncc
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honeurs.  In o B.A. with -“onnurc cight such credits aro ro-
guired of uwhich the last two must bo at Lho t=ird ord

fourtn lzvel. The four foundation courses .hich nre being
offercd in 1971 ore b@thumatics, Science, Humaonities and
Understanding Socicty,

Credits will boe ~worded os & result of
continaous evaluastion on 211 work deone foer the University plus
* ferminal exemination an impeitont focture of uhich will be
the "identificatiun" of studenis therchy cnsuring that the

coursg werk wes donue by the student ond not by on impersonatcer.

The 9pen Uriversity nlco intends to offer
High Degrees =nd Diplomnas. OGroaduntes sor perscns with wcoulvaicent
gualifications will be "lloued to tnke zourses hy port-time
study leeding fo the dogreos of 3:wehelor of Philnsophy, fMastor
of Dhilnsouphy ~nd Doctor of Philasophy. Scmc coursces for
postgradunctes doegrecs will bo crgronised cimilar to the urdor-
grrducte coursvs but thore  will ~lso bz "rescarch credits”

which will be required.

Therz will be no need to complete n degroc
vith o fixed period but fer all poctgrodunte students initinl
registr-iion remninsg operctive for a period ot one vear .nd
ruglistr.cion for further periods “reguire coertificriion by G-

io
supervisnr(s) thnb sstisfrctory progr.ss is boing mnds".

The Uriversity aolso ‘ntonds to offer Diplo
for thnse vho scik the up-arnding of s5kills in the fioldes ot
industry, toarerce or the vrofess.ons, Ooteils of thoso ore

not y b oaurilable 2t tbhe tire of writing.

It i worth noting thet the Upen University
intends prirsrily to muet the noweds of ~dults who were un-ble
ta make use of cartior npportenitios for cducsationnl nduoncg
and therefore doas nob intend with - Few exceptions, to oo

2s o student onyone urder the rge of teentyons veors of oge.

At the time of writicrg there ore cortoin

interosting fe o tures of the appliconty to the Goen Univercity

shich 2re worlh aoting., UWuite uncxpectoedly, two-thivds of !
cpplic-rts ore o, Nlse it has bLoen cstircicd thot four-
fifths of the spliconls could, o the stoonotih of thodrn au-s

fic tionz goin ortrnce Lo ey nlionsd universitilos,  Thus

S
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Ltrnoe ancducated monus) worker or tnhe otheruwisoe oducntionully
deprived hove not yet been nttroctoed to the Upen University

in large numbhers.

But therc are errly dnys yet. A numbor of
teachers hove applicd for ndmission tn the University andg it
seems thnt educntional studies will to noe of thue larqost

Fncu}tics.
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